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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIN, EAID, EG 

SUB J : PRESS REPORTS ON GODE SUPPORT 

1 . ALL CAIRO ARABIC DAILIES APRIL 24 CARRIED ACCOUNT OF 
PRESS DISCUSSION WITH SAUDI FINANCE MINISTER ABA AL 
KHAIL IN KUWAIT COINCIDING WITH HIS ATTENDANCE AT RECENT 
MEETING OF ARAB ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

FUND. SAUDI MINFIN REPORTEDLY PRAISED GOE ECONOMIC GROUP, 
ATTRIBUTING IMPROVEMENT IN GOE ECONOMY TO INCREASING 
STRENGTH IN BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS. ABA AL KHAIL 
WENT ON TO SAY THAT POTENTIAL FOR DEVELOPMENT IN EGYPT IS 
INCREASING; EXISTING PROIECTS HAVE ADVANCED RAPIDLY AND 
PROMISE TO SUSTAIN EGYPTIAN ECONOMIC GROWTH. 

2. IN COMMENT ON FUTURE GULF ASSISTANCE TO EGYPT. SAUDI 
OFFICIAL IS REPORTED TO HAVE STATED THAT GODE INTENDS TO 
CONTINUE "ITS ECONOMIC SUPPORT FOR EGYPT WITHIN THE 
LIMITS OF ITS CAPITAL NOW SET AT $1.75 BILLION." 
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3. COMMENT: WE ARE SOMEWHAT PUZZLED AS TO DERIVATION OF 
ABA AL KHAIL'S FIGURE IN CONTEXT OF CONTINUED GODE 
SUPPORT, BUT ASSUME THAT SUM CITED IS ROUGH TOTAL OF 
TWO LOANS EXTENDED EGYPT LATE 1976-1977. WOULD APPRECIATE 
ANY FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO ADDRESSEES. F.TI.TS 
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